
PRINCETON 
UNIVERSITY 

Mr. Peter Johnson, Manager 
Princeton S ite Office 
U. S. Department or Ene rgy 
P.O. Box I 02 
Princeton, New Je rsey 08542-0 I 02 

Dear Mr. Johnson: 

Plasma Physics Laboratory 
James Forrestal Campu~ 
P.O. Box 451 
Princeton, New J ersey 08543 

January 26, 2017 

SUBJECT: Re-transm itta l of Proposed NEPA Determination - D-S ite 
Decommissionin g a nd Re pair of Groundwater Monitoring Well s 

,JL-1336 

I am resubmitting to you a proposed NEPA det ·rmination for a proposed action for the 
Decommissioning and Re pair of Groundwate r Monitoring Well s at D-Site . I am recommend ing 
that this proposed action be c lass ified as a Categorical Exclus ion (CX) unde r Subpart D, 
Appendi 8, Section 83 .1 of 10 CFR 102 1. Information on thi s proposed action, includi ng an 
Env ironme ntal Evaluation Notificat ion Form (EENF), is attached. The initial subm itta l inc luded 
a w ti ands assessment that , upon further eva luation against I OCFR I 022.5(d}, was cletermi necl to 
be unnecessa ry as S ubpart B of I OCFR I 022 is not applicable to this action . Thi s dete rminati on 
was agreed to during a Janua ry 19.20 17 te leconference involving Mr. Michael McCann (DOE
UC). Mr. Peter Siebach (DOE-UC). Ms. Sandy Rogan (DOE-PSO), Mr. Tracy Estes (DOE
PSO) , Ms. Leanna Meye r (PPPL), Ms . Dorothy Strauss (PPPL) , and myself. 

JDL 
Attachments 

cc: T . Brog 
L. Dudek 
T . Estes 
L. Meyer 
S. Rogan 
R . Sheneman 
D . Strauss 
S. Ze lick 

Jerry D. Levine 
Head. Environme nt , Safety & Health 
NEPA Compli ance Manager 



ENVIRONM ENTAL EVALUATION NOTI FICATION FORM 
Grantee/Contractor I,aboratory : Princeton University/Princeton Plasma Phys ics Laboratory (PPPL) 
Project/Activity Title : D-Sitc Decommissioning & Repair or Groundwater Monitoring Well s 
CH NEPA Trackin g No .: Type of Fundin g SC 
B&R Code : Total Estimated Cost: - $_30K 
DOE Cogni zant Secretarial Offi cer (CSO): Ms. Cherry Murray 

Contractor Projec t Manager: 

Contractor NEPA Revi ewer: Jerry D. Levine 

I. Descriptionof Proposed Action: A New Jersey licensed well drilling subcontractor 
would properl y seal and decommi ss ion six (6) ground water monitoring well s. These 
well s were installed some years ago for various environmental investi gations on D-Site 
and are no lon ger required. Repairs would al so be made to one (I) exi stin g monitorin g 
well that is still in use . These well s are located on D-Site adjacent to the Liquid Efflu ent 
Coll ection (LEC) tanks , and one (I) well is located in the wetlands adjacent to the D-Site 
access road . The New Jersey Department of Environmental Protec tion (N.IDEP) Bureau 
of Land lJ se Regulation has verifi ed PPPL does not require a NJDEP wetlands permit for 
the well located in the wetland s, as exi sting vegetation in the wetlands or the wetland s 
transition zone would not be removed or disturbed. A PPPL digging permit would be 
obtained from the Faciliti es Divi sion for well repair. PPPL flame permits would be 
obtained from the Emergency Services Unit , part of the Site Protection Divi sion , for 
removing metal well casings for well closure . 

11 . D~s~rj_ption of Affectec:I Enviromnent: Work would take place on the D-Site grounds (see 
attached map, hgure I) . No environmentall y sensitive resources would be affected. 

PPPL is located on Princeton University's James Forrestal Campus in Plainsboro 
Township , Middlese x County (central New .J ersey) , adjacent to the municipaliti es of 
Princeton , Kingston , East and West Windsor , and Cranbury , NJ . It occupi es approximately 
88 .5 acres in the areas known as ''C- and D-Sites.'' PPPL has operated on the current site 
since 1959. The closest urban centers are New Brunswi ck, 14 mil es (22.5 km) to the 
northeast, and Trenton , I 2 miles ( 19 km) to the southwest. Within a 50-mile (80 km) radius 
are the major urban centers of New York ( :ity , Philadelphia , and Newark. Princeton 
University's main campus is approximately three mil es west of the site, primaril y locat ed 
within the borou gh of Princeton. 

The estimated res ident population within. 10 mil es ( 16 km) of PPPL is approximately 
500 ,000 . The total estimat ed population within a 50-mile radiu s (80krn ) of PPPL is 
approximatel y 17.735.16·~. 

Surroundin g the site are lands of prese rved and undi sturbed areas including upland forest, 
wetlands , open grassy areas, and a minor stream , Bee Brook , which fl ows alon g PPPL 's 
eastern boundary. These areas are des ignated as open space in the James Forrestal Campus 



15. Noise (in excess of regulations) 
16 . Asbestos Removal 
17. PCBs 
18 . Import , Manufacture or Processing of Tox ic Substances 
19. Chemi cal Storage/U se 

15. No 
16 . No 
17 . No 
18. No 
19. Yes 

I,,\/ ,l,1,/l/ll/l\\/1'/l<d\\,l/,11u11/dl,, \t1i/,,/11,1!,~11JI// n,, 11/1( 11,llh,1111.;n 1,111·,·c/11111\ ·,,111, 

/ /1('\1 ( ('/11('/I/ I (/\f/lJ.:. 

20. Pesticide Use 20. No 
2 1. Hazardous, Toxic, or Criteria Pollu tant Air Emissions 2 1. No 
22 . Liquid Effluent 22 . No 
23 . Underground Injection 23 . No 
24. Hazardous Waste 24. No 
25 . Underground Storage Tanks 25 . No 
26. Radioactive (A EA) Mixed Waste 26. No 
27. Radioactive Waste 27. No 
28 . Radiation Exposures 28. No 

C. Other Relevant Disclosures. Will the proposed action involve the following? 
Yes/No 

29. A threatened violation of ES&H regulations/permit requirements 29. No 
()11, ti/' II/tilt '"" ht1 <11cl 1/llt!II \/ \ 11// \ '"'" t,, /'( </111/'t c/ /111 th,\/ 1/1 //I I//( I / h, /'t'</11111 /II( ///1 "' 

I IJ( I l< ,'i' I I u, 111111!, 1111 ,11,·d 1111t/1, th, {)( JI- u111>ro1 nl l'l'l'f \\ orh1 1 \u/1•11 w1d / fr11!1h l'rt1i:1111111 

11011/cl h, ti 111/1nl 1" 11 orh 111 l'l'l'I 1111cl11 1h1111r11 ""''" 11< 111111 

30. Siting/Construction/Major Modification of Waste Recovery, or TSO 30. No 
Facilities 

3 1 . Disturbance of Pre-ex isting Contamination 3 1. No 
Nole: ErcaPa I io11.1· Iha I e11co11111er cot1lam ina!ed ~ round 111a /er req11 ire o per111 i I . 

32. New or Modified Federal/State Permits 32. No 
\ t II /, I \I I n .. ,,,111111, Ill ,f / I\ I /If/Ill 11111/ l'r I/('( /I ,,, I \.II)//') H11n·1111 of / 1111,/ ( ,, I<, ~11/11//1 111 ht1 

cu/1,·cl l'l'l'l do,, II/// l't't/lltf'I ,1 J/)f /' \ 11/uncl, l'1·r11111,1, ,·u,1111:: 1,· •,·11111011111 1h,· 11 ,•1/1111cl, 111 

111 !lt111tl1 lrt1111111/111 //lit II ottlcl 11//1 h, 1, 111111 nl 01 t/111111-h,·tl 

33 . Public controversy 
34. Action/involvement of Another Federal Agency (e.g. license, fundin g, 

approval) 
35 . Action of a State Agency in a State with NEPA-type law. 

(Does the State Environmental Quality Review Act Apply?) 
36. Public Utiliti es/Services 
37 . Depletion of a Non-Renewable Resource 

33. No 
34. No 

35 . No 

36. No 
37 . No 

D-Site Decommis sioning & Repair of Groundwater Monitoring Wells 



VI. NEPA Compliance Officer Subpart D CX Determinati on ancl Approval: 
Based on my review of information conveyed to me and in my possession (or attached) 
tom·erning the proposed action, as NEPA Compliance Officer, I have determined that the 
proposed action fits within the specified class of actions , the other regulatory requirements 
set forth above arc met, and the proposed action is hereb~1 categorically excluded from 
further NEPA review . 

Signatu re: QeveU~ 
Date: 2,/ t~ /2017 

D- Site De commissioning & Repair of Groundwa ter Mon i tor ing Well s 
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SITE PLAN SHOWING 1W MONITORING 
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I 0-SITE BUILDINGS 

I 
D34 LEC Building 
D42 MOCK-UP Bulking 

I D43 Test Cell 
D44 NSTX Test Cell 
045 RAD Waste Storage Building 
D52 FCPC Builtlng 
D53 NBPC Building 

WeUands Hmits as delineated by the field by 
habital management and desi!J1 Inc. 

Apri l, 2007 
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