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PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES 
— Invited sessions (April, March)

- FIP quota: 3 sessions 

- 2016 Sakharov also organized by FIP

— IRTAP (International Research Travel Award Program, cycle 22 deadline 
was yesterday https://www.aps.org/programs/international/programs/
travel-grants.cfm) w/ APS CISA

— DS3  (Distinguished Student Program)

— APS Fellowships

— other  [e.g. co-sponsored a reception in Washinton with Forum of 
Industrial Physics during AAAS (Japanese Delegation + NSF +DOE 
+DOS) in 2016]
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PROGRAMS & ACTIVITIES
— Beller and Marshak Lectureships (CISA program) , which provide travel funds to support 

distinguished physicists living outside of the U.S. who have been invited to speak during 
sessions at the annual March and April APS meetings.  Four lectureships are awarded 
every year ($2,000 for each lectureship) 

— John Wheatley Award: To honor and recognize the dedication of physicists who have 
made contributions to the development of physics in countries of the third world. The 
award will consist of a stipend of $2,000 and a certificate citing the contributions made 
by the recipient. The award will be presented biennially, every odd-numbered year, at the 
general meeting of the American Physical Society. Latest laureate Neil Turok. 

— Help with new programs of CISA, most recently US-Lebanon Lecturship program (APS 
and the Académie des Sciences du Liban are accepting applications from Ph.D. 
physicists to deliver a short course or lecture series at a university in the United States 
or Lebanon. Applicants must be affiliated with a Lebanese or American institution at the 
time of application).

— Summary of APS International Affairs programs here https://www.aps.org/units/fip/
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WITH CISA 
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W/ CISA 
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Overview, Progress & Future Plans

American Physical Society
One Physics Ellipse
College Park, Maryland  20740
October 2017

Dr. Amy K. Flatten
Director of International Affairs
American Physical Society
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Task Force Charge

q Identify and refine strategic objectives of expanded international engagement that will ensure the 

Society’s long-term value to the international physics community. In doing so, the  Task Force may:

• Recommend ways that current APS initiatives can serve the Society’s international goals, 

• Prioritize the countries or physics communities that could/should be served by APS international 

programs, and 

• Recommend new international programs, partnerships, or services to fulfill the Society’s 

international objectives.  

q As there is no “one size fits all” approach to serving the diverse international physics community, the 

International Task Force should recommend methods for establishing program priorities and evaluating 

their impact.  

q As international issues span across all aspects of the APS, the Task Force will identify those critical, cross-

cutting issues that APS should particularly address in partnership with international colleagues and 
suggest a process for doing so.
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q Task Force Members:  Recommended by Presidential Line, Past-Presidents, Council, 
Executive Board, APS Members 

§ Jonathan Bagger, Chair
TRIUMF

§ William Colglazier, Vice-Chair
Center for Science Diplomacy, 
AAAS

§ Dirk Jan Bukman
APS Editorial Office 

§ Luisa Cifarelli
University of Bologna

§ Carlos Henrique de Brito Cruz
São Paulo Research Foundation

§ Laura Greene
National High Magnetic Field 
Laboratory

§ Alan Hurd
Los Alamos National 
Laboratory 

§ Young-Kee Kim
University of Chicago

§ Patricia McBride
Fermi National Accelerator 
Laboratory 

§ Johanna Stachel
University of Heidelberg

§ Eliezer Rabinovici
Hebrew University

§ Nai-Chang Yeh
California Institute of 
Technology

Schedule
• Kick-off : Mar. 8, 2017
• Timeline: Meet in-person & 

video-conference over ~ 6-8 
months

• Outcomes:  Report & 
Recommendations expected in 
early 2018
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q Progress (so far…)

§ Contacting Executive Committees of all APS Units 

§ Contacting national physical society presidents, other physics leaders

§ Working with AIP Statistical Resource Center on survey of APS membership

q Future Plans

§ Survey to APS members in late fall

§ Outreach to APS offices – seeking perspectives on international objectives

§ Senior Management team

§ Washington Office

§ Editorial Office

§ NOTE:  Will be contacting Executive Board, Council & Presidential Line!!!
§ Analyze feedback

§ Report & Recommendations expected in early 2018



BANS & VISAS
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APS PRESIDENT 
STATEMENT
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TRAVEL BAN & VISAS: RESPONSES  NAS SCISEC

— The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) is leading a coalition of ~ 
25 scientific and higher education organizations to address the 
impact of visa and immigration policies on scientific mobility. This 
coalition is informally called the “Science & Security Coalition 
(SciSec)” and has convened since 2004. 

—  On October 30, 2017, the NAS convened a meeting of the SciSec and 
representatives from the U.S. Department of State to discuss visa 
concerns and other scientific mobility issues from the recent travel 
restrictions imposed by the US Government. 
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NSA SCISEC WORK

— Background and History of the Science & Security Coalition 

The Science & Security Coalition (SciSec) was initially convened in 
2004, in response to visa delays after the 9/11 attacks on the United 
States. In 2004, 2005 and 2009, these science and higher education 
communities signed statements calling on the U.S. government to 
make improvements to the visa system for international students, 
scientists, and scholars. These are available at: http://www.aps.org/
programs/international/visa/archives.cfm
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NAS SCISEC WORK

— Visa Problems Harming America's Scientific, Economic, and Security 
Interests June 2009 statement and recommendations signed by 31 
organizations. 

— Enhancing U.S. Visa System to Advance Scientific & Economic 
Competitiveness & National Security Interests Recommendations 
following-up on the May 2004 statement, signed by 30 organizations. 

— Visa Problems Harming America's Scientific, Economic, and Security 
Interests May 2004 statement signed by 25 U.S. scientific and 
academic organizations 
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NAS SCISEC WORK

— Since its inception in 2004, the SciSec has continued to convene to 
discuss common interests and concerns regarding visa issues and 
scientific mobility. Their meetings generally include representatives 
from 20-25 science organizations and its most consistent and active 
members have included the following groups: 

— National Academy of Sciences (NAS) ,  American Association for the 
Advancement of Science (AAAS),  Association of American 
Universities (AAU),  American Chemical Society (ACS) ,American 
Physical Society (APS), American Society of Microbiology (ASM), 
Association of International Educators (NAFSA), Association of 
Public & Land-Grant Universities (APLU) , The Optical Society (OSA), 
IEEE-USA 
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SCISEC MEETING WITH U.S. DOS (OCT. 30)
— The NAS will provide a detailed meeting summary, along with suggested “next 

steps,” which will be shared with the BEC. As a brief summary, the meeting 
focused on a few key issues: 

 Potential avenues for travelers to attend conferences and events on B-1 visas more 
easily, including ways to obtain waivers for those traveling for scientific purposes

 Concerns regarding the increasing number of Iranian students and exchange 
visitors whose cases are in administrative processing for extended periods of time, 

 Concerns regarding international scientific meetings in the United States that have 
either been canceled or are in danger of being canceled due to travel concerns, as 
well as organizations whose bylaws conflict with new U.S. travel policies, and 

 Advice for those who would have ordinarily gone to the U.S. Embassies in Ankara 
and Havana, or gone to a Russian embassy or consulate – any suggestions on 
where they should interview instead? 
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— Oct 30 meeting participants asked to collaborate with State 
Department regarding “messaging” in 3 specific areas: 

1. Help with conveying to the international scientific community that 
“the U.S. indeed welcomes” visiting scientists and students, 

2. Help for organizations preparing bids to host international meetings 
in the U.S. – how to answer international critics who oppose holding 
future meetings in the United States, and 

3. Help in providing guidance to the Consular Officers conducting 
visa interviews – providing non-scientist interviewers with insights on 
the nature of international scientific training and collaboration. 
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THE COUNCIL OF THE
INTERNATIONAL UNION OF
PURE AND APPLIED PHYSICS
MAKES TWO STATEMENTS
ABOUT THE EXECUTIVE
ORDER: BORDER SECURITY
AND IMMIGRATION
ENFORCEMENT
IMPROVEMENTS
THE COUNCIL OF THE INTERNATIONAL UNION OF PURE AND APPLIED

PHYSICS MAKES TWO STATEMENTS ABOUT THE EXECUTIVE ORDER:

BORDER SECURITY AND IMMIGRATION ENFORCEMENT IMPROVEMENTS.

Council points out that any bans on entry to the US of citizens of any country

which are in place in October 2017 when IUPAP determines which

conferences it will support in 2018, will require IUPAP to refrain from

supporting any conferences in the US, by application of  the IUPAP Policy on

Free circulation of Scientists. Statement 1

Noting that the Executive Order has negative consequences for physics in the

US and around the world, and noting the IUPAP Resolution on the

Universality of Science, adopted in 2011, and Statute 5 (the Principle of

Universality (freedom and responsibility) of Science) of the International

Council of Science, the IUPAP Council respectfully requests that the

Executive Order be revoked, that no similar bans on the movement of people
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0.INTERNATIONAL SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCES 

— IUPAP did not vote in June the US ban proposed but the problems 
persist 

— U.S. recently lost a bid to host the 2023 meeting of the International 
Union of Crystallography (IUCr). Visa policy concerns were the major 
reason. 

— NAS is compiling lists of upcoming meetings that have been 
cancelled or are in danger of being cancelled, or future meetings that 
have been lost due to current visa policy. Scientific society 
representatives are asked to share information along these lines NAS
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1. POSSIBLE WAIVER FOR BUSINESS TRAVELERS 

— The complete White House press release (September 24, 2017) is 
located here: https://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/
2017/09/24/enhancing-vetting-capabilities-and-processes-detecting-
attempted-entry 

— “A waiver may be granted only if a foreign national demonstrates to 
the consular officer’s or CBP official’s satisfaction that: (A) denying 
entry would cause the foreign national undue hardship; (B) entry 
would not pose a threat to the national security or public safety of 
the United States; and (C) entry would be in the national interest “

— Can language regarding scientists traveling to scientific and 
technical conferences be added?
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2. DIFFICULTIES IN SCHEDULING VISA INTERVIEWS IN RUSSIA 

— There is only one U.S. embassy/consulate operating in Russia 
(Moscow) due to reduced U.S. diplomatic presence there. Since 
Moscow is experiencing a tremendous backlog of applications, State 
is encouraging Russian applicants to apply at other countries’ 
embassies and consulates, if possible. 
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CHINESE STUDENTS ACCESS IN NATIONAL LABS

— “… we regret to inform you that due to a large backlog of requests, 
we are unable to receive approval in order to accommodate your 
request for onsite access in December. The Department of Energy 
and Fermilab are working together to reduce the wait time. We 
encourage you to reapply for onsite access after the new year.”

— Not clear path forward to avoid these delays  & other complications 
with China
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